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facts of human nature, the nobler part of which consists, in its
own small degree, of wisdom, righteousness, and goodwill or love.
If there be a God at all, it is only commonsense to say. He must
be at least as good .as the best of men. Logically, you can over-
throw the Theist by denying (rod and proving that there is no
God at all. But so long as this is unproved, so long as ever it is
doubtful whether there be a God or not, Theism stands absolutely
secure.

That form of mere Agnosticism which says there may be a God,
but we can never know anything about Him, is quite untenable
while man retains his present faculties of reason, conscience, and
affection. For to admit that there is a God, and yet He may be
neither intelligent, nor righteous, nor loving is to deny that there
is a God, but to admit that there may be a devil or an idiot at the
source of things. Such foolishness is too transparent.

Here, however, it is needful, even if it be somewhat out of the
order of my argument, to say distinctly that the claim we Theists
make, to know by the world and by ourselves some little of the
truth about God, is combined with a most profound and reverent
kind of Agnosticism which confesses that at best we can only
know a very little, and that but partially and defectively as com-
pared with the actual and full truth. It is in our power to say,
He must be as good as the best of His creatures. It is not in our
power to say howlnfinitely better and higher He is. And this
power of limited affirmation, enables us to discern whatever of
truth and moral beauty may be found in all so-called revela-
tions, and to accept heartily every word which may commend
itself to our reason, conscience, and heart. This is why Theists
have retained in their worship some of the old forms of the
Christian Church, and use to great advantage many parts of
the Bible, especially of the Psalms, and the Prophets, and the
moral precepts of the New Testament. But you already know
that we do not accept them on the score of any alleged super-
natural authority; only on the ground of their intrinsic truth
and value. We do the same with the Sacred Books of pther
religions likewise.

We never cease to proclaim that every man carries within him
his own revelation, his own powers of seeing and knowing some
truth about God, and that it is not only our right, but our para-
mount duty, to exercise our faculties in that search. Now, let me
simply state what we Theists believe concerning God, as taught
us by those three faculties of Reason, Conscience, and Affection,
In the first place, Reason warns us that a knowledge of God as
He is, and of the mode of His revelation to the material world,
is impossible. We do not even yet know what our own souls are,